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T'he rise of the

SUPEL NUIsery

Every parent wants to get their child into a great school,

but competition for places

can be fierce — even when

you re only two years old...

worps MIRANDA LEVY

HE MAN HAD bags
under his eves, as it he
hadn't slept for several
days. His elothes were
rumpled, his hair
dishevelled. The
reason? He'd come
straight from one of
West London’s smarter maternity wands,
whete his wife had just given birth. His
mission was important. Onee he'd cut the
umbilical chord, he had to attend to his next
important fatherly duty - putting his
newborn child’s name down for the

Acorn nursery school, in Notting Hill,

The Acorn, which snuggles neatly into
Lansdowne Crescent, has a legendary
reputation for the education of two-and-a-
hall= to five-year-olds. Ex-government
minister, William Waldegrave, who sent his
four children there, has said: “The only
education vou need in life is Acorn and
Oxtord.” The roll-call of former students reads
like a baby ok Who - the children of Harry
Enfield, Jade Jagger, Jeremy Paxman and
Richard Curtis. And yvou have to be avery
spevial sort of A-lister: Madonnas son,
Roeeo, was turned down for a place.

Weleome to the world of the super
nursery school. The possession of a place for
your child is as important as a double-fronted
Georgian townhouse, a Tosean retreat and o
gas-gizzling 4ok, These establishments are
o rare breed, mainly seattered around the
metropolitan centres. Hot on the heels of
Acorn LLL500 a term, half-days only) are
Miss Morlev’s in Belogravia, (L0940 0 term for

PHOTOGRAPHY ULLA NYEMAN

three hall=davs! and the Young England
Kindengarten (1,025 a term for morning
sessions). Miss Mordev’s hos edueated Peaches
and Fifi Trixibelle Geldof, and Young England
is popular with London’s lawvers and
stockbrokers, many of them from Europe or
Amwerica, 115 the place where Diana, in her
famous diaphanous skirt, worked before she
" married Charles,

Ontsiche London, the northwest has its
own nascent super nursery, in the form of
Kalgarth Grange nursery school in Cheshire,

SUPER NURSERIES
OF THE WORLD

The Eﬂndﬂl;ll'?' le York, USA
The Big Apple's hppmdmlhmﬂﬂ;wiﬂd
first step to an vy League education. Two-year-olds
MWHMHMim:m
n

Jack Grubman, changed some high-level shares
advice to gain influence with one of the Y's biggest
benetactors, and secure 3 place there for his two-

mmns.hmng;m hiave biterally
become life-or-death situations. In 1999, Mitsiko
‘Yamada was jailed for strangiing the two-yaar-old
daughter of a nesghbour who had won a place at the
The London School Kindergarten,
Shanghai, China

China f= a culture ohsessed with education - a
rumoured £19bn is spent every year — and this is the
eribme de la créme for ex-pats. The ‘beg school has
been running since 1619. PG Wodehouse and former
- Bank of England Governor Eddie George were pupils.
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4
which was opened two vears ago rube but, off the pes ST parents
retired Liverpoal footballer, Rob Jones, whisper twird
and his wife. Robbie Fowler, Tan Rush (i
and Steve MeManaman ‘Were guests al smish
their launch party, and the phone informal sets of
started ringing off the hook soon attes parent nsidered.

So what is the appeal of the supe bar is

nursery? Well, it's the same appeal that
any good mursery has for parents and
pupils. Miss Morey's and Young

England sire based on Montessori
principles, the latter with a leaning
towards the arts. The Acorn leads the
pack — its Ofsted report in 2004 was
fuultless: “Ive never heard of such an
extellent report,” eonfided one inspector,
A day at Acorn consists of a morning ‘show
and tell’, music, movement and singing,
letter and number work, and community
fundraising. Not so unusual, you might think.
But acecording to headmistress, Jane
Cameron, the Acorn secret is that the children
lowe being there so much. "We've had children,
on holiday in the Cuter Hebrides, saying ‘Am
[ going to nursery todav?™ she savs. *Yes, the
teachers are excellent and kove their jobs. But
most importantly, for the children to be
happw, the parents have to be happy. So we

work hard to get them involved, encourage
them to stay for the good m ieninge song, the
rewister, and the news, Then, it's a good first
experience of education for evervone.”
No=one is doubting a superh standard of
education and eare at the super nurseries. But
what is more baftling - and perhaps a little
alarming — is the behaviour of parents trying
to get their children enrolled. It's competitive
parenting elevated to a worrying degree. Jane
Cameron maintains that the Acorn works on
it ballot system, with a first-come-first-served
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consultants. For $4,000, Nina Baver of New
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childd into the right school, which will

hopefully offer computer courses or fust-track

reading recimens for vour child, There's a new

weed of parents who are very achisvement-
oriented and results=driven. Parents want
success for therr children, .-;|'||:- it |,|| start=

wilh O el s ||r W,

EREIN LIES AN
important question, and

possibly the most
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Uher super nurserys is it all

abonrt the parent’s

ambition, while the real needs of the child

come second? Eva Llowd is a senior lecturer in

early childhood studies at Bristol University,
Wi i!L' shis can't comment on e (R IFLT
nurserics, she's horrified ot the way the
‘waiting list” culture of private kindergarter

|'].'.-*-|'- 1% \.:.I '.l'|:|;lil' i _|I,I= Lesr |'i=||_'k s._l.:i' Ly =i

thes divisive and competitive nature of eary

education,” she savs, “Since the 19th century,

the UK has had o wonderfully child-centred

AT Ly s ‘-!I|'_.5- i
het, Its all about the

il.l'!-. ks ||u Lill_-_'. i I|K1. Wk I:l n i[ al'u rlild ]u' .t§5||||."

|'Ii"l s I‘I'lll_'-. and its a sl

to the level of social ea

the child.” While Eva is sure that a three-vear-
il won't be damaged by cary pressure or the
rejection of not getting into a frst-choice
sehwonl, she's coneermed about the '-.I!I'rl|:‘l Alions,
“My main worry is the kind of system where
the child isn't the customer, but the parent is
Plus, the risk of *lo

off education, and it can take a long time 1o

housing’ can put children
|

put this right. There's a widespread feding
among educationalists that leaming is alveady
too formal, too eardy - and increasing the

pressure o get on Lo the achievement

treadmill cannot be a good thing,
In the meantime, the crazy dash for that
coveted super nursery place continues. But
clon't despair if vou find vourself abandoned
|.'-_'| Avom or I|'_ir ctodd IL'I_'u the 92nd Street Y™
just dose voursell up on some much-needisd
humour, As Woody Allen joked of his

l|.||.':;||1r'!. Bechet: “She didn't evt into the

right preschool, which means she won't get

into right private school, which means she'll

never pet into an vy Lesgue college, which
miEins -.i!l. '-'-I‘I'I.| ok '-.-.'"H.:l_i-i.lll. |. IMEan. "lll g

I||r----_'u-.:|-.--|||. sned her lifee is fintshed™ B

A pood starting point 1o finding the right preschoal or
s#ry Iar your - i the Ofsted repovt. Personal
warde 2l-mouth . ecommendations from parents are
also svaluable. You should atso vesit the nursery, with
your chisd, to gt a fesd of what iIt's like, preferably
during school firme, 50 you can ses how the children
and tsachers inferact. All children have different
needs, but consider the following

B How long do the stalf stay? If they have a guick
turmarownd it mplies that staff are not that happy or
wall-pasd. I staff have bean there for 2 long time it i
2 sign of commitment

B Look at the surroundings. Are the childrens

work and drawings displayed on the walls? 1s thare
evidence of ditferant outings and projects that show
thi range al activities being covered?

W Consider practical issues. like class size and carer-
d ratios. This will have a direct impact on your
child, Will there be time for your chald to have some
ona-to-ane or emall group actvities?

B Ask whatl your child's average day will be e, is it
structured or overscheduled? ks there also time for
tree play and outdoor activities?

B Trust your instincis: You know whal will work

tor your child better than anyone else. I your child
responds to structure then they will thrive ina school
with a stnicter routine, while another child maght be
better suited to a less lormal setting

to-ch

NASONIC LUMIX DMC-FZ7
( Z0OM DIGITAL CAMERA

I7 geis you closer to the detail than ever before with
masing 12x optical room. The Optical Image Stabitiser
emsates for camera shake and so minimises mation blur

wica DC VARID-ELMARIT lens® and & Mega pixels
st 1o capture every Last detall, whilst the manual
=4 eplion allows yoa 1o develop your creativity.

pempact FI7 is the perfect camera lor these whe
s caplisre pan-sharp images in all situations.
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